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STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS - NEW CASTLE COUNTY OFFICE 
CARVEL STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

820 N FRENCH ST SUITE 400 
WILMINGTON DE 19801-3531 

http://electionsncc.delaware.gov 
TELEPHONE: (302) 577-3464 

FAX: (302) 577-6545 

May 22, 2019 

Minutes 

Certification of Appoquinimink, Brandywine, Christina, and Colonial School Board Elections 

Mr. Albence called the meeting to order at about 2:10 p.m. on May 20, 2019, in the New 
Castle County Office’s Board Room. 

Also attending: State Election Commissioner Elaine Manlove, Appoquinimink School Board 
Candidate Norman A. Abrams, Jr., and Howard G. Sholl, Jr. were present. 

Mr. Albence, Mr. Sholl and Commissioner Manlove discussed the May 14th School Board 
Elections and agreed to certify the Brandywine, Christina and Colonial School Board 
Elections.   

Commissioner Manlove shared that the Department had received a request from 
Appoquinimink School Board candidate Leland Kent, Jr; requesting a recount.  The 
Department agreed to conduct the requested recount, and to defer certification of the 
Appoquinimink School Board Election until after the New Castle County Office could 
conclude the recount. Mr Abrams provided some comments regarding the Appoquinimink 
School Board’s efforts to educate candidates regarding the duties and responsibilities of 
School Board members.   

Discussion ensued regarding the post-election review of the results by the New Castle Office 
that identified a discrepancy in the unofficial Appoquinimink results. They determined that 
the discrepancy was because media with test data had inadvertently been read into the vote 
tally system on Election Night. The vote margin between Mr Abrams and Mr Kent increased 
from 2 to 4 votes after factoring out the test data.  Mr. Kent requested a recount in a letter 
sent to Commissioner Manlove. 

Following this discussion, Mr. Albence recessed the meeting at about 2:30 p.m., and asked 
everyone to reconvene at the New Castle Office’s warehouse as soon as possible to begin 
the recount the Appoquinimink ballots.  

Mr Albence reconvened the meeting at the warehouse at approximately 3 p.m. Leland Kent, 
Jr. joined the group at the warehouse to observe the recount. Nine additional members of 
the New Castle Office’s staff and 1 additional person from the State Election Commissioner’s 
staff conducted or assisted the recount. The recount confirmed that Mr Abrams won the 
election by 4 votes. It further confirmed that after the test data was removed from the 
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Election Night results that the Expressvote XL machine votes were 100% accurate.  

Mr. Albence recommended that the results be certified as official and Commissioner 
Manlove and Mr. Sholl agreed. 

 In the letter to Commissioner Manlove and following the recount, Mr Kent expressed his 
concern that Ms. Hummel who had withdrawn on April 8th had remained on the ballot, and 
despite notices in the polling places she had received 14 votes.     

The New Castle County Office and Commissioner Manlove explained to Mr Kent that the 
2019 School Board Elections were conducted as a Statewide event. This meant that removing 
Ms Hummel from the ballot would have made it necessary for all three counties to re-burn 
media, re-test and re-prepare the equipment for the School Board Elections. Due to the late 
withdrawal, and conduct of referenda in each county between April 8 and May 14, training 
and familiarization with new hardware and software, changing the database and re-burning 
the media would have seriously compromised the Department’s ability to successfully 
conduct the referenda as well as the School Board Elections.   

Mr. Albence adjourned the meeting at about 3:50 p.m. 

          Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Anthony J. Albence                      Howard G. Sholl, Jr. 
       County Director           Deputy County Director 

 
5 enclosures  
Official Results, May 14, 2019, Appoquinimink School Board Election 
Official Results, May 14, 2019, Brandywine School Board Election 
Official Results, May 14, 2019, Christina School Board Election 
Official Results, May 14, 2019, Colonial School Board Election 
Recount Tally Sheet, Mary 20, 2019, Appoquinimink School District 
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